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THE FIRST WORD OF JESUS

Since Jesus is the one we know was the word made flesh, his words hold an
ultimate significance for us. While we cannot know literally what Jesus' first
words were, the text this morning contains the first recorded words of Jesus'
ministry. The earliest written and the most basic of the four Gospels is Mark.
With penetrating incisiveness, Jesus wraps up his message with a ring of
authority and urgency. "The time is fulfilled. The Kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent; and believe in the Gospel." These are the first words of Jesus.

Usually when we think of Jesus as teacher, we think of him going about in
the countryside and into the small villages instructing the people in the ways of
God. The Good Life. It may come as something of a surprise to realize that Mark
does not emphasize the teaching of Jesus, but rather portrays him as a preacher.
Later in that same first chapter of Mark, Jesus says to his disciples, "Let us go out
to the next town, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out." The
importance of preaching to Jesus is also seen in John's Gospel when Jesus
stands before Pilate on the day of his judgement and he says, "For this I was born,
and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth," which is a
beautiful definition of preaching.

According to Mark, it would appear that Jesus saw his primary function as
that of a preacher, a herald of the Good News, one who came to proclaim holy
truths, to call people to a decision about their lives and their living. There is a
distinct pattern in these first words. There is the pronouncement, "The time is
fulfilled, the Kingdom of God is at hand." And then there follows the invitation, a
necessary course of action, "Repent and believe in the Gospel." What time was it
that Jesus proclaimed was fulfilled? The New Testament uses two different terms
for time. One is "chronos," the chronological sequence of minutes, and hours and
days. The other is "kairos," which means the qualitative experience of time, such
as "I'm having the time of my life."

In the Biblical sense, this kind of time usually refers to the questions of
salvation, or ultimate destiny. Examples would be "Behold now is the acceptable
time," "the fullness of time," "the time is fulfilled." As it was with the people of
that first century, so it is with us that we are much more conscious of
chronological time. In fact, as we know, we're so often seeming slaves to it. We're
clock watchers and calendar keepers. Length of life obsesses us more than the
quality of it all. Sometimes, instead of seeing time as a gift from God, we almost
look upon it as an enemy. But to think of the present time as crucial for our
salvation is rather foreign to us. We're too busy trying to save ourselves to be able
to consider the present moment as the acceptable time of salvation. Time
pressures mount and the stress distorts the nature of our relationships.








