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TEXT: Genesis 1:27 "So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female created he them."

Some time ago I heard about an Englishman who was visiting in
New York City. When it was time to return home, he took a taxi to
the airport, and on the way he said to the driver "You know, I 'v
seen a great many wonderful things here in the States, and I've met
some very interesting people. But there's just one problem. I've
heard so much about you Yanks and your sense of humor, and I'd
hoped to learn an American joke to take back home with me. But
that's one thing I didn't get to do. Could you by any chance tell
me such a joke?"

The cabby thought for a minute and then replied, "Gee, Mac, I
can't think of a joke right off the bat, but I can tell you a
riddle. It goes like this. *I'mmy parent's child, but I'm not my
brother, and I'm not my sister. Who am I?'"

The Englishman thought for a while and then said, "I don't
know. Who are you?"

"I'm myself," said the cabby, and they both had a good laugh.
When the Englishman got home, he decided to share the riddle with
some of his friends. "I'm my parent's child," he said, "but I'm
not my brother and I'm not my sister. Who am I?"

His friends thought for a while and then said, "We don't know.
Who are you?" And the Englishman replied, "Some cabby in New York,
but for the life of me I don't know why."

It is a silly little story, but I share it with you because
this morning I want to ask the question, "Who am I?" Or more
accurately, "Who are we?" As the Psalmist asked: "What is man
that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man that thou dost
care for him?" (Psalm 8:4-5)

One of the problems facing us today is how to be truly human.
Everywhere we turn, we find ourselves confronted by people and
institutions that treat us as less than that. An Australian
minister, for instance, tells of a young man who desperately wanted
to attend Sydney University. He had passed the entrance exam, but
because there were so many applicants the University had developed
a kind of lottery for selecting those who would be allowed to
enroll.








