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TEXT: Matthew 5:16 "Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father

who is in heaven."

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! .... Happy birthday First Congregational
Church! And that means to all of us who have loved and supported
her through the years. A church is not a building. And it is
not an institution. A church is people. Ordinary folk, like
ourselves, who sometimes make mistakes and often fail to be our
best, but who love our Lord, and seek to follow him.

It is ushers and greeters, choir members and preachers, and
those who sit in the pew. It is men and women teaching Sunday
School and the boys and girls they teach. It is deacons, and
trustees, and all the other boards and committees. It is
children being baptized, and teenagers in Covenant Class, and
parents who wait around to take them home. It is all of us who
support the church by our presence, by our prayers, and by our
gifts. S2e_ are the church. So happy birthday to us. We may not
look it, but we are a hundred-fifty years old today.

It is easy to say that, but getting here was something else
again. When this church was first gathered, Wauwatosa was a very
different kind of place. There were no roads, no bridges, and
only a small hand-full of houses. Log cabins sprinkled here and
there throughout the forest. There was no doctor. There were no
stores. And there were no churches.

The people who lived here did without many of the things you
and I take for granted. But what they missed the most was a
church. A church of their own, where they could worship God
together. They knew, of course, that they could worship Him in
the privacy of their own homes, or out in the woods where they
hunted and cleared their farms. But they knew, too, that there
is something special in worshiping together. And they knew that,
just as a log, when taken from the fire, soon begins to lose its
flame, so they needed one another to maintain the flame that was
in their hearts.

So it was that, on March 1st, 1842, six men and five women
met together in the cabin of Richard and Nancy Gilbert, on the
southwest corner of what is now Highway 100 and North Avenue.
There they established the First Congregational Church of
Wauwatosa.

For a little more than ten years, they met in homes and
school houses. But, in May of 1852, they decided to build their








