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Text: . . "if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them." (Luke 6:32)

Let me tell you a story about something that happened to me two
weeks ago which involves the making of enemies and my personal
stupidity. It also involves another fantastic drive in the car with yours
truly, but this time nobody was with me having a baby. I will warn you,
however, do not try this at home or in your own lifetime.

Let's go back to the day Norm Ream was preaching and imagine
yourself looking at the church parking lot at 8:30 AM on a beautiful, crisp,
sunny winter morning. For such was the day and the time when I arrived
at church feeling good and confident that I had all well in hand. I met
some very kind people at the side door (names will not be mentioned to
protect the innocent) and we walked together down the hallway having a
very cordial chat. I met one of my Pilgrim Fellowship youth near my
office and invited him in where we shared a light conversation while I
took my overcoat off. Looking down to check my appearance my eyes
froze on my shirt. Frankly, I had never seen so many buttons before.
Where was the tie that was supposed to cover them? 8:35 AM. It takes
at least ten minutes for me to get home and another ten to get back. If
lucky, I would make it just in time. I grabbed my coat, told the youth in
my office to explain to Dr. Muth what happened, and bolted for the door.
My very dear friend, Ddg Wakefield, chased after me minutes later to tell
me her husband Charlie would bring a tie from home, but I had already
screamed out of the church parking lot.

It becomes evident in our lives, at too early an age, that we can
make many different kinds of enemies. We can make enemies on the
playground, around the block, among our friends, and across the world.
We can divide our lives from those we love and even make an enemy of
ourselves. Often times, what makes us draw the lines of enmity are the
selfish pursuits of personal gain. I want, we want, they want; let's get it
from them before they steal it from us. It is so unfortunate to realize, I
believe, that the basic needs and wants of humanity; that is, love,
compassion, happiness, dignity, truth, justice, and peace; are all given
abundantly and freely from God. Through our potential greed, we try to
box these items for ourselves and control their distribution lest they run
out.








