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TEXT: Matthew 2:9 When they had heard the king they went their
way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went
before them, till it came to rest over the place where the

child was."

At one time or another, most of us have probably seen
Christmas cards which show the wise men following their star to
the place where Jesus lay. Perhaps some of us either sent or
received such cards this past Christmas. But did you ever stop
to think that much of the time those Magi traveled their weary
way without any star to guide them. That is why they had to go
to Jerusalem to ask that fateful question: "Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews?"

Oh, they had seen the star in the East, all right. And,
being astrologers, they saw it as a sign which marked the birth
of Christ. But, by the time they had gotten their caravan
together, that star was nowhere to be seen, perhaps because they
had not really seen a star at all but a conjunction of two
planets, Jupiter and Saturn. And, by their very nature,
conjunctions do not last very long.

At any rate, and for whatever reason, it was not until after
their audience with Herod that the star appeared in the sky once
more to lead them to the place they were looking for. In the
meantime, like Abraham centuries earlier, they travelled in
faith, not knowing where they were to go.

I share their story with you this morning for two reasons.
First, because tomorrow is Epiphany, and scholars today more
often associate the Magi with Epiphany than with Christmas. But
secondly, and more importantly, because you and I are on the same
kind of journey. We, too, are called to go out into a strange
land, a land called 1992, and much of the time we have no star to
guide us.

I sometimes think it would be wonderful if every moment
there were a "star", some sign from God, to show us exactly what
to do and not do. I suppose there would always be some who would
do just what they wanted anyway, but that is not the point. The
point is that, like those wise men of old, most of the time we
seem to be on our own.

Or are we? Like the Magi we may not have specific guidance
every step of the way. But, like them, we do have help --all the
help we really need. When they saw that star in the East, it
gave them a way to follow. And, even if they did not know






