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TEXT: John 1:14 "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth; we beheld His glory, glory as of

the only begotten Son of the Father."

There is a beautiful Christmas carol which we did not sing
this morning because I thought there might be some kind of
rebellion if we did not sing "Silent Night." It goes like this:
"What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is
sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds
watch are keeping." And, in its own way, that beautiful hymn
asks what may very well be the crucial question of the ages.
Basically, the same question Saul of Tarsus asked on the way to
Damascus, "Who are you, Lord?" The question Pilate asked in the
judgement hall in Jerusalem, "Are you the king of the Jews? The
question the disciples asked in their little boat out in the Sea
of Galilee, "What manner of man is this that even the wind and
the sea obey him?" In other words, "Who is this Jesus whose
birth we celebrate today?" Why is that he made such an impact
upon the world? Why do people all over the world pay homage to
this humble carpenter?

Certainly he was no ordinary hero. He was born in a
tiny little village in the most backward and unimpressive part of
the Roman Empire. He never went to college. He never wrote a
book. He never made any money. He never waged a war. He died
when he was still in his thirties, rejected by his own people and
executed as a common criminal. He never had a place to call his
own, and, even in death, he was buried in a borrowed tomb. His
only followers were a handful of country bumpkins, and they ran
off and left him when the going got tough. Yet, "all the armies
that ever marched, and all the navies that ever sailed, all the
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned
have not affected ... (our life here on earth) as much as that

one solitary life." Why? What manner of man is this?

The answer to that question is given in the words I have
just read as our morning scripture lessons "And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father." Here, in
some of the most sublime language ever written, we have the
Biblical expression of what theologians have come to call "The
Incarnation."








