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TEXT: Luke 2:10-11 "And the angel said to them, 'Be not afraid; for behold,
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the

people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. . . .'"

This morning I would like you to help me a bit by using your
imaginations. I would like you to pretend for a moment that you are sitting at
a desk with a pencil and a piece of paper. Now I am going to give you a
sentence which I would like to have you complete. No long explanations. Just
add one word. All right, here is the sentence: "The spirit of Christmas is

." How would you complete that sentence? What one word would
come to mind?

Would it be "children" perhaps? If you could have seen the way your
faces glowed when those little children came down the aisle in their
Christmas Pageant, you might well say, "That's it. The spirit of Christmas is
children." And why not? Does not Christmas mark the birth of a child? Are
not our most beautiful Christmas memories often related to childhood —either
our own, or our children's, or, perhaps, their children's? To paraphrase the
words of Jesus one might almost say, unless you turn and become like little
children, you will never enter into the spirit of Christmas.

Or would you say, "Music! The spirit of Christmas is music." If so,
you would certainly have a point. For what would Christmas be without music.
Who doesn't have one or more favorite carols without which Christmas just
would not seem like Christmas? Imagine what it would be like with no Silent

Night./ no iloy. £o_ the World. And, for many, it would not even seem like
Christmas if we did not come back here this afternoon to hear our choirs
singing Once in Royal David's Cit-y. Ever since that heavenly chorus sang of
the Glory of God and of peace on earth, music has been a very important part
of Christmas.

Or would your word be "lights"? They are certainly one of my favorite
parts of Christmas. John's Gospel tells us that, on Christmas, "The true light
that enlightens every man was coming into the world." (John 1:9) His coming
was marked by a bright new star shining in the heavens. And the glory of the
Lord shone round those humble shepherds like the brightness of the day. Yes,
lights are a beautiful part of Christmas. And, any Scrooge who can drive up
and down our streets these nights without being deeply moved is surely to be
pitied.

But would you answer "giving." As children, of course, we were more
interested in getting. When I was in college, even my Jewish room-mate
explained that they, too, exchanged a few presents at Christmas so they would
have an answer when their schoolmates asked, "What did you get for Christmas?"
But, as we grew older —and hopefully more mature— we began to think more
about giving. And, if finding a gift for someone else is not always as
exciting as opening our own, in many ways it is more gratifying. When we
remember how God loved the world so much that He gave the most precious thing






