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Micah 5:1-4, Matthew 1:18-21, Luke 1:26-31

I was told "it" was coming. In my mind I expected it would arrive sooner or
later, but my emotions kept saying it would be later. There were even "signs" that I
was standing at the doorway of "it". Now, in order to see my face clearly in the
mirror, I have to stand four feet away. Getting up in the morning is more like
trying to jump start a car during 20 below weather. My children have begun to
strongly suggest that I shouldn't use salt, not even on my popcorn.

There were other even more obvious signs that "it" had arrived. I began to
notice that the Pepsi generation was my son's age. The commercials which include
people my age were advertising such products as Turns, Oil of Olay, X-Lax,
Excedrin and Milk of Magnesia. I didn't see my generation in commercials for
designer jeans, chewing gum, sports cars, and health clubs. I really had to face
reality when, while filling out a medical form, I had to check the age block marked
over 40. "Surprise! Surprise! Surprise!", middle age had arrived.

L The Shock ofSurprises
Not every surprise is so shocking as middle age or a surprise birthday party. It

is shocking to walk into that "Home Sweet Home" after a tiring and exhausting day
to have all your so-called friends jumping out from behind chairs and couches to
yell, "Surprise!" There are other surprises in which the shock isn't immediate.

Marriage is a surprise. I don't really know of anyone who sets out to get
married. The relationship simply evolves.

Birth is a surprise. Even if a woman is trying to get pregnant, when it finally
happens, it's a surprise. The actual birth is a surprise—it's a boy! Or a girl! Or one
of each!

Losses are a surprise. Even when you know that you will be losing a spouse or
parent through death, when death actually happens, it is shocking.

Illness is a surprise. No one intentionally sets out to catch the worst case of flu,
but after it's over, it is remembered as a momentous event.

Humor catches us by surprise; otherwise it wouldn't be humorous.

Some four and a half years ago, it was probably a surprise when you heard a
strange sounding voice in the Narthex giving the Call to Worship. It is a wonder
that some of you didn't break out laughing when you heard that "ya'll" were being
called to worship.

Even when we expect an event or experience to occur there is still surprise and
shock. For example, the people of Israel were expecting a Messiah to come. These
flesh and blood persons may have had a different understanding as to who this
person would be. For many such as Micah, the Messiah would be a great warrior
king who would turn the tables on their oppressors. According to the "War Scroll",
the Essenes were expecting two Messiahs; a High Priest and a Prince of Final Age.
Like a mother with child, they were expectant that new life was coming.






