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TEXT: Matthew 24-44: "Therefore you also must be ready; for the
Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect."

Some of you probably remember, as I do, the little rhyme we
used to chant as children: "One for the money, two for the show,
three to get ready, and four to go. " Well, as you can see from
the wreath on the altar, and from its single lighted candle,
today is the first Sunday in Advent. And that means we have oust
"four to get ready. " Four weeks, or twenty-eight days, till
Christmas.

A few, perhaps are ready even now —gifts all purchased and
wrapped, cards addressed and mailed, houses decorated and
prepared. I have known people like that. But, for every one
of them, there are probably scores like me. People who will
spend the next four weeks trying frantically to get our regular
work done and still get ready for Christmas.

And instead of finding peace, and Joy, and love during these
next four weeks, we may find ourselves feeling more and more like
Lucy in the comic strip, Peanuts. In the first frame she says to
Charlie Brown, "I never think about the past." In the next, she
adds, "I never worry about the future either. " Finally, in the
last frame, Charlie Brown asks, "What about the present?" And
Lucy, world's champion fussbudget that she is, throws back her
head and bellows, "THE PRESENT DRIVES ME CRAZY!" I hope these
next four weeks will not be like that for us. But they could be,
especially if we let ourselves to lose sight of Advent.

You see, Advent is not just a time to prepare for Christmas.
It is a separate season with a message all its own. It gets its
name from the Latin word for "coming. " And it calls us to make
ready. Not just ready for Christmas, but for every moment when
the spirit of Christ breaks in upon our world. It warns us not to
miss the beauty and wonder of any Christ event. Or, as we read
in this morning's scripture, "Therefore you also must be ready;
for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect."

Now, unfortunately, that is a passage which is often
misunderstood. The early Christians thought of the coming of
Christ as a time for judgement and retribution. And they saw
these words as a warning against the terrors and destruction of
that day. But, in so doing, they made our Lord into a kind
Bogeyman with which to frighten sinners. Of course, they were
not the first to do so. Many Jews before them had the same kind
of expectations. And, in the third chapter of Matthew, we find
John the Baptist saying of the Messiah, "His winnowing fork is in






