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HANDLING POWER

I Kings 11:1-8 John 13:1-11

INTRODUCTION
This week I wrestled with the subject of power. I wanted to get a

handle on how I (we) use or abuse power as well as how God handles His
power. Instead of getting a handle on it, I feel like an Olympic wrestler who
has just been pinned to the floor.

One fact I did learn, everyone has power. Jesus told his disciples,
"You should receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you." (Acts
1:8) The widow who loses her husband in death may feel powerless over her
feelings. She does have the power to facilitate her mourning.

The manager or company executive who reluctantly retires to spend
twenty-four hours a day at home, may discover he/she is not the company
executive around the house. On his first day at home, he receives that
"Honey do" list. "Honey do this! Honey do that!" Despite those feelings of
powerlessness, we do have power. As God's children, we handle power in
various ways.

I. OVERT POWER
The first way we handle power is overtly. This is power that is open,

observable and above-board. It is easy to observe a customer exerting overt
power in a department store when they are disappointed with a purchase or
a "what-you-may-call it." Overt power is easily observed in the dictator
ruling the country with an iron fist. In as much as we read of the wisdom
of Solomon, scripture also tells that he "did evil in the sight of the Lord."

A. King Solomon is an example of a leader corrupted by power.
Forced labor and heavy taxation were demanded by Solomon for his
extensive building projects. Of course, he had to provide shelter and
worship places for his many wives and concubines. To obtain the revenue,
he created his own IRS program; he divided the kingdom into 12 districts
which were supervised by royal appointees. Two of them were his sons-in-
law, proving that Georgia and other southern states weren't the first
engaged in the practice of passing out government jobs to family.

Thomas Jefferson wrote:
"Experience hath shewn that....those intrusted with power
have in time, by slow operations, perverted it into tyranny."

When Solomon's son, Rehoboam, took the throne, he was asked if he
was going to continue the policies of his father. He answered them by
saying that, "...his father had lashed them with whips, but that he would
chastise them with scorpions." It was then that war broke out and the
northern kingdom of Israel "seceded from the union." Notice that it was the
northerners that seceded this time.








