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TEXT: MATTHEW 13:44 "The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure
hidden in a field which a man found and covered up; then in
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that

field."

I wonder what went through your minds this morning when you
saw my sermon title- If I had to guess, I would probably say,
"Not much." At best you might have thought, "Buried Treasure.
Hmmm. I wonder what he will do with that." But most of you
probably did not even do that. Imagine, however, your interest
and excitement if you had seen in yesterday's paper a headline
reading: "BURIED TREASURE AT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH." It is not
too hard to guess that my telephone would have rung all day.

After all, not many things kindle our interest as much as
buried treasure. I can still remember the excitement I felt as a
boy when I read Robert Louis Stevenson's famous classic, Treasure
Island. Not just because it was so well written and filled with
adventure. But because, at one time or another, most boys dream
of finding buried treasure, themselves.

Think of Tom Sawyer and his friends, and how excited they
became when they thought they had found a genuine pirate map.
That is the way treasure seems to affect us. And even sensible,
sophisticated people invest huge chunks of time and money in the
salvage of sunken ships. Any profit will probably come from
copper, and brass, and such. But even a few gold coins can make
the very hardest heart flutter like a teenager on his first date.

Weil, it must have been the same in Jesus' day. There were
no banks as we know them, and, in a land where conquering armies
were almost a way of life, banks inspire little confidence. So
the rabbis had a saying: "There is only one safe place for money
in "the earth." And it seems to have been a common practice to

bury one's valuables in the ground, as we read in this morning
scripture.

Of course, the owner would hope to come back one day and dig
up what he had hidden. But, sometimes circumstances kept him
from doing so. And every now and then some lucky person would
acturally find such a treasure. Maybe Jesus was even referring
to a real incident. Something so recent, perhaps, that it was
still on everybody's mind. At any rate, he used that image —and
the excitement it creates— to make a point about the Kingdom of
Heaven. In Matthew, chapter thirteen, verse forty-four, he said,
"The Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which a








