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There. We've read our scripture lesson for the day.
Kind of a mid sized reading. Not too long so to be tedious
or boring (I hope) and not too short so as to be merely a
pithy saying. You might say it was just right. You might.
But some people would say that the reading we just shared
did us little or no good at all.

More than eight million Bibles each year are purchased
in this country alone. And yet, says James Smart in his
book, The Strange Silence of the Bible in the Church. "What
people do with these Bibles remains a mystery." and let's
face it, the picture of the religious person blowing the
dust off their Bible is a standard joke for us.

I haven't seen one, but I suspect that a statistical
survey would show that daily Bible reading is rather low on
most people's lists of priorities. Many people do read
their Bibles. And those who read their Bibles, often read
them at bedtime or just after arising, reading, just a few
verses until they come upon a helpful thought. Most people
would see that as commendable. But Smart sees that as a
hindrance to our understanding of the Bible. Because, he
says, "It has tended to make the Bible primarily a book for
use in private devotions. But the Bible was not written to
be used in that way and certainly not to be read in snippets
of five or six verses each."

So maybe our scripture reading wasn't "just right"
after all.

Paul, in writing to his friend Timothy, however, leaves
us with the suggestion that there is indeed value to be
found within the words of scripture. And it behooves us to
consider our views about scripture because the way we look
at scripture--the way we use scripture, can be not only a
source of inspiration, but also a source of trouble.

Leander Keck, preacher and teacher says that there is
". . .widespread confusion about the Bible's proper place in
the life of the church,. . ." I think that's true. Some
theologically liberal people give the Bible no authority or
creedence at all—robbing scripture of any value other than
the poetical or historical. And some theologically
conservative people give the Bible all authority moving very
close to Bible Idolatry. And there is confusion. There is
also confusion when the Bible is used only as an assortment
of moral precepts, frustrating the use of the Bible as a
coherent presentation of God's ways to which humans are
called to respond. And there is confusion, as was mentioned








