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"CALLED TO DUTY"

September 25, 198S

TEXT: John 15:16 "You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go out and bear fruit . . . ."

This morning we did something very important- More
important, perhaps, than many of us may realize. This morning we
installed the young men and women who will lead our Junior and
Senior High Fellowships during the coming year- And that is
important, not just to our young people, but to all of us.
Important because in just a few short years these same young folk
will also be the leaders of our churches- The future of this

church —and of others like it— will, in large measure, depend
on them.

What they learn now from us about the church is crucial to
all of us. For they will soon be setting the goals, planning the
plans, choosing the staffs, and making the budgets that determine
what the Christian Church will be like in the first half of the

Twenty—First Century. Now obviously, at this point in time, no
one can possibly guess exactly what their lives will be like or
just what problems they and their churches will face- But
chances are they will find themselves having to deal with many of
the same kinds of decisions facing us today- And, if they are
going tD meet the demands and responsibilities of church
membership, they, like us, will have to find answers to the
question: "What does Christ want of us?"

You see, churches are very special kinds of institutions.
We may start them. We may staff them. We may support them. And
we may decide which ones we join, how active we will be, and what
form they will take. But, in spite of all that, our churches do
not belong to us. As the 3ible makes so abundantly clear, they
belong to Christ. They always have, and they always will. In
Matthew, chapter sixteen, Jesus says, "You are Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church . . . ." And in John, chapter
fifteen, he says more clearly still, "You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit."

The church belongs to Christ, and so do we- For the church
is people. People who are called by Christ to help him in his
healing work- Called just as he called those Galilean fishermen
in this morning's scripture reading. Called as he called St.
Paul on that dusty road to Damascus. For some of us that call
may have been very dramatic. That is the way it was for me- For
others, it may have been more gradual —an almost imperceptible
kind of growth- Yet, in one way or another, each of us has been






