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TEXT: Nehemiah 4:15 "We returned all of us to the wall, each to
his work."

There is something starkly heroic about the words I just
read. A dauntless courage not readily apparent to the casual
eye. But those who are familiar with the history of that time
will, no doubt, recognize the enormous odds confronting Nehemiah
and his people.

In 586 B.C. the little kingdom of Judah had fallen beneath
the awesome onslaught of mighty Babylon. Those of her leaders
who were not killed were carried off into exile, where they
remained till Babylon, itself, fell prey to Cyrus and the
Persians. Then, at long last, the survivors and their children
were allowed to go home.

But what they found when they got there would discourage
even the strongest of spirits. The city was in ruins. Its once
magnificent temple, center of all things Jewish, was now a pile
of rubble. And the wall, their chief protection against their
enemies, was destroyed and useless, leaving them exposed to the
not-so-tender mercies of their neighbors.

Still, they refused to give up. Supported by their faith,
they began to build. First, they set to work upon the temple.
But their enemies persuaded Cyrus to halt their work. Not till
eighteen years later, when Cyrus was dead, were they allowed to
continue. Then they set to work on the wall. And once again
their enemies objected. Objected and gathered an army to attack
before the wall could be finished. Yet, in spite of it all, and
with no assurance they would even be permitted to continue,
Nehemiah tells us, "We returned all of us to the wall, each to
his work."

They returned to that wall in spite of the most desperate of
circumstances. Not only was the work, itself, incredibly hard,
but there was always the threat of an order from Persia telling
them to stop what they were doing. And all around them lay their
enemies watching for the least sign of weakness and a chance to
attack.

Then, too, the work was in that difficult middle stage, the
time between the excitement of beginning and that burst of energy
generated when the end is in sight. In almost any activity,
that is the most difficult, the most discouraging, phase. A low








