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TEXT: II Corinthians 5:17 "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation; the old has passed away; behold, the new

has come."

"What's the good word?" That is the way my high school
friends and I used to greet each other when I was a teenager in
St- Louis. I am not sure whether that was just a local

expression or whether it was generally used in the late forties
and early fifties. But I do know that I rarely use it any more.
And, in some ways, that is too bad. For, when you stop to think
about it, "What's the good word?" is about as Christian a
question as you will ever find. When we greet each other, when
we turn to the Holy Scriptures, and esp.eci.al.l.y. when we settle
down to listen to a sermon, that question ought to be on our
minds even if it is not on our lips. "What's the good word,
Preacher? What part of God's Good News are you going to share
with us today?"

Well, in answer to that question, I do have a good word
today. A message so good, so encouraging, so optimistic, that I
dare to present it only because it is firmly grounded in the
promises of Sod. I bring to you this morning a good word that
many long to hear, yet few really dare to believe. But you can
believe it, for it is not just wishful thinking. It is not just
my opinion. It is a promise from God. And the word is this-
Whatever any of us may be right now, no matter how weak, or how
frightened, or how angry, or how ashamed; no matter how lonely,
or how unhappy, or how stressed. Whatever we are now, we do not
have to stay that way. Instead, we can be strong, and confident,
and happy, and pure. We can have love, and joy, and peace. And
we can find meaningful purpose in service to others, in making
this world a better place in which to live.

Now, some of you may be thinking, "That's an awfully big
promise." And you are right. It is. Awe-fully big. But
remember. It is not my promise; it is God's. You can find it in
one form or other in almost every book of the Bible. But we see
it with special clarity in this morning's scripture, in II
Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has passed away; behold, the new has come."






