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TEXT: Exodus 20:2-3 "I am the Lord, your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You

shall have not other Gods before me."

Every time I read this passage, I think of a cartoon I saw
many years ago, which showed the outside of a church and a
bulletin board with these words: "This week's special: Keep any
seven of the Ten Commandments." At the time I laughed, but the
more 1 look around, the more it seems that many people today are
taking advantage of that "special."

Oh, we may still give lip service to some of those rules,
but, overall, our record today is pretty pathetic. Take almost
any commandment, and you can find all sorts of mournful
statistics which show how little we obey it. And it is not the
fault of just some so-called "criminal element." White collar
theft has become enormous in recent years. Disrespect, not only
for parents, but for all authority is rampant in every social
class. The advertising industry makes billions of dollars every
year teaching us to covet. And even those who do not commit
adultery, seem only too eager to watch it on Dallas, and Falcon
Crest, and the afternoon soaps.

But one commandment which seems to be safe is the first one,
"Thou shalt have no other Gods before me." After all, who of us
is tempted to worship other gods? Is it not the great temptation
of our time to have no gods at all, to be completely and entirely
secular? Whatever may be the case with some of those other
commandments, that one seems to be safe.

But perhaps it is not as safe as we think . Perhaps we
underestimate our temptation to idolatry. Perhaps that
commandment only seems safe because we define the term, "god," so
narrowly. We might not worship at the temple of Mars, but oh
what sacrifice we make and what atrocities we commit in the name
of patriotism. We might not talk about the Lares and Penates,
those ancient Roman deities of hearth and home, but many of 'us
surely worship them, just the same. We build no temples to
Bacchus, the god of wine, to Venus, the goddess of love, to
Minerva, the goddess of wisdom, or to Apollo, the god of physical
beauty, but what billions of dollars we spend on them each year.

Gods need not be the objects of organized religion, with
temples and statues and priests. Gods are whatever people
worship. Harry Emerson Fosdick wrote that'a man's god is "that
factor in his life, whatever or whoever it may be, that he does
truly worship and serve, belong to and care most about, the






