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INTRODUCTION

During the last 15 to 20 years my family and I have
traveled and vacationed in the Smokey Mountains of East
Tennessee and Western North Carolina so many times I can't
count them. During those early years we noticed the warning
signs that read: "Watch for falling rock." As we crept up a
mountain we would fix our eyes on those boulders that looked
like they were hanging by a thread. As the trips grew in
number over the years, this became like an old hat, and we
didn't even notice the rocks or the signs, We were
interested in the beautiful scenery.

In August we will travel through those mountains once
again. This time we will take notice of the warning signs
and the boulders hanging over the ledges. Our awareness of
the danger has been resurrected because about two years ago
near Knoxville, a portion of a mountain came crashing down on
Interstate 40, covering up a tunnel. They even had to create
a new road around the debris.

Now^I appreciate those warnings that I might be
approaching a dangerous intersection. As we live our daily
lives, there are indications that point to danger ahead, evil
approaching. Because of heavy rains someone felt the manmade
lake above Toccoa Falls College needed to be checked.
However, that analysis was postponed until after the
thunderstorm and 38 people died when the dam ruptured. We
can be blinded to the signs pointing to destructiveness. Two
factors in the human experience dim our awareness that evil
is lurking; enchantment and denial.

I. WARNING: ENCHANTMENT BLINDS

Before we consider enchantment, we need a working
definition of evil. One definition to me is ludicrous.
Erasmus, the Dutch theologian, wrote, "Fire and sea and
women, three evils." I'm glad there are no tomatoes to
throw. The definition that is most appropriate comes from
the American Heritage Dictionary. Evil is, "something that
causes harm, misfortune, or destruction; something morally
wrong; an evil force or power." (P. 471) And we can become
enchanted with that which is destructive, and that blinds us
to the harm that can come our way.

A. If you don't think we are enchanted with evil, then
you haven't been watching the movies. How many of you have
seen "Friday the Thirteenth Part I, II, III, or IV", or








