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Deuteronomy 6:12-25 Ephesians 5:6-14

"Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people."
j Proverbs 14:34

"That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,in the midst
of a crooked and perverse nation,among whom ye shine as lights in the world."

| Philippians 2:15
i

Having |now been retired for five years and not having the opportunity, nor the
responsibility, jofpreaching every Sunday, preparing a sermon becomes abit more
onerous than it once was. When I spoke recently to a fellow superannuated preacher in
Estes Park, he confirmed that this was, indeed, a problem and that freedom from such a
responsibility encouraged one to develop ergasophobia-the fear of work. Nevertheless, I
appreciate this opportunity once more to stand in this pulpit and, as a Congregationalist,
to say with complete freedom whatever may be on my mind and heart. And freedom is the
subject about which I wish to speak.

As most of you will know, if you have an awareness of Congregational history or an
understanding of your Congregational heritage, the early American clergy of New
England had the habit on one Sunday of each year, of preaching a patriotic sermon, the
sum and substance of which was usually the admonition contained in the Book of Proverbs
wherein the author writes that:

"Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people."

Those early and very lengthy sermons drew the listeners' attention to the virtues
which were essential in any people desiring to remain free under a government designed
for service to the people in contrast to a governmentwhich most of them had experienced
in Europe intended to be served by the people.

Exercising my prerogative as a Congregational clergyman standing within that
cherished tradition, I have elected to preach that same kind of sermon this morning. If I
dare to criticise my country and its citizens a bit, many of you will know that it is because I
cherish and have always strongly advocated the magnificent political principles upon
which the Founding Fathers established this republic, principles which were drawn
primarily from the Judeo-Christian heritage. As a great patriot from this very
congregation once put it, "Freedom is a religious discovery."

Again, if I dare to criticise my country at this critical time in its history, many of
you will also remember that Christmas Eve many years ago when the midnight service
was picketed by members of the Communist Party because the minister, so they said, was
a "super patriot"; one of the finest compliments I have ever received coming from that
source.

If I grieve for my country and express concern over the path it has often taken, it is
because I love and cherish its grand and noble heritage.

II.
Many great, and some not so great, men and women of history have had the habit

of maintaining a journal or a diary in which they have recorded, not the unimportant
details of their daily lives, but the ideas and concerns which lay closest to their minds and
hearts. It is a practice to be commended. I have not been well disciplined in keeping my








