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TEXT: Acts 2:1 "When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place." (King James version)

At first glance it might seem that we have lumped together some rather
unrelated things this morning. First, we received a new group of members
into our fellowship. Then we dedicated our gift to our Congregational mission
in Honduras. Aiid now, I am about to preach a sermon called, "Focusing the
Power of the Spirit." But let me assure you that I have not just thrown them all
together for the sake of getting everything done. Through them all, there runs
a single unifying theme. And the name of that theme is "Pentecost."

As some may already know, Pentecost, or the Feast ofWeeks as it is often
called, was an ancient Jewish holiday falling some "fifty" days after the first day
of Passover. It was one of only three Jewish festivals at which every male
Israelite was required to come to the temple to offer sacrifice. That is why the
disciples were "all together in one place", as we read in this morning's
scripture lesson. As Christians, however, we're not so much interested in the
day's Old Testament roots as in what happened on that first Christian
Pentecost, the story of which we have just heard.

In his final appearance before his ascension into Heaven, Jesus charged
the disciples with an awesome task. He said, "You shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8)
Or, as Matthew's Gospel puts it, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." (Matthew 28:19-20)

But Jesus knew they could not do that all by themselves. And he did not
want them to feel overwhelmed by the burden of it. So he warned them -and us-
- that, before we can pour ourselves out in service to others, we must first
become filled ourselves. He "charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 'you heard from me, for
John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.'" (Acts 1:4 5) In other words, first be filled with power through
God's indwelling Spirit. Then go and do what you have to do.?

But why stay in Jerusalem? Surely Jesus knew the dangers there. The
authorities had certainly not forgotten his disciples. On every street and alley
there were spies, waiting, watching, ready to turn them over to the temple
authorities, to whom a Risen Christ was even more dangerous than the one they






