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God is love. He loved us so much that He sent His only begotten
son that we might have life. But is there another side to God and
His love, a shadow side? An event in the ministry of a hospital
chaplain draws attention to this shadow.

Kenneth Mitchell was called to the pediatric floor to talk
with some disturbed parents. The parents wanted a minister
to marry them. They had been living together as common law
husband and wife for 16 years. Their only son, Danny, had
been diagnosed as having leukemia and didn't have long to
live.

This bewildered husband/father told the chaplain that
"Danny was born in sin. We figure the Lord is punishing us
for our sin." The chaplain quickly perceived that this
simple family from rural Tennessee figured if they got
married, then Danny would be allright. They had already
purchased the marriage license. If the chaplain would just
perform the ceremony, Danny would get well.

We, who are enlightened and educated, know that God was not punishing
the couple by pouring down such a dreaded disease on a defenseless
child.

But the question remain. Does God punish when we disappoint
God's will? With our rational philosophical minds we might conclude
God is a good God of love, not wrath. How could a God of grace also
punish?

I. SATURATION OF PUNISHEMNT

Yet we are still left with explaining the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Scripture records that angels urged Lot to leave,
"lest they be consumed in the punishment of the city. Then the Lord
rained on Sodom & Gomorrah brimstone and fire." Is this God's love
for creation? If this is God's love, then civilization really
spreads a lot of God's love around. We live in a world permeated and
saturated with the dynamics of punishment. It is so easy to see God
as a divine judge and executioner.

A. Our criminal justice system is based on punishment as a
method to deter crime. It was ironic that this week the Sentinal
carried the sad story of a priest who confessed to stealing and now
"awaits penance from earthly judge." The author of the story said
the priest was lucky in that "one important person never had to face
this sadness" in,her son's life. "His mother has been dead for more

than six years."

In other areas of society and religious life, punishment is a
method to deter sinful behavior. A few years ago churches were








