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TEXT: I Peter 2:2 "Like newborn babes long for the pure spiritual
milk that by it you may grow up to salvation."

Today is a very special day. Another group of young men and
women, having come up through our Sunday School, having gone
through our Covenant Class, have joined the fellowship of this
church. Over the years, they have learned quite a bit about the
church and about what it means to be a Christian. And now they
are taking their place in the worship, fellowship, and service of
this congregation. We hope it is a special time for them, too.
For they have certainly earned the right to feel good about
themselves. They have achieved a significant milestone in their
lives. But it is, after all, just that. A milestone and not
their journey's end.

When he was near the end of his life, and after many years
of study, prayer, and service, the Apostle Paul said of his
spiritual quest: "Not that I have already obtained this or am
already perfect; but I press on to make it my own because Christ
has made me his own." (Philippians 3:12) The Christian life, you
see, is not something we ever fully attain. It remains always
before us, constantly beckoning toward new and greater
achievements. So this morning, I would like to talk to you about
something most of us expect to do, few know how to do, and none
can ever fully do. In short, I want to talk about "The Fine Art
of Growing Up."

That most people expect to grow up is so obvious it hardly
deserves .mentioning. Anyone who has ever had the slightest
contact with children has almost certainly heard one say at some
time or other, "When I grow up, I'm going to do this." Or "When
I grow up I'm going to become that." And if they do not, we ask
them. We say, "What would you like to be when you grow up?" Not
"if", mind you, but "when." It is something we all take for
granted, especially since we apparently assume that physical
growth is what really counts.

But there are other kinds of growth, too. And no one is
really "grown-up" just because he or she has an adult body. Even
more important are mental, emotional, and spiritual growth, all
of them necessary in anyone who would be truly "grown—up."
Still, it should not surprise you if I confine myself to the
spiritual this morning, partly because there is not time to cover
more, partly .because there are lay people here who have more
expertise than I in the other areas, and partly because it is
the area of spiritual growth that we are doing the poorest job.








