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TEXT: Mark 12:17 "Jesus said to them, 'Render unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar's and to Bod the things that are Bod's-*'

In the passage I have just read, we find a classic portrait
of a man with a problem. A problem so common and so timeless
that it has probably troubled every man, woman, and child
who ever lived- Yet, instead of getting easier with the passing
of time, it may be more distressing and more frustrating now
than ever before.

That man, as you have just heard, was Zedekiah, the King
of Judah. And his problem was this. He had to make a
decision. Not one of those simple decisions, mind you, like
what robe to wear or which delicacy to have for dinner. But
one of those terrible, mind boggling, stomach churning,
sweaty palmed decisions that most of us face at one time
or another. A decision in which right and wrong, good and bad,
are so mixed up, and look so much alike, that it is almost
impossible to tell them apart. Or, perhaps more devastating
still, a decision in which the choice is not really between good
and bad at all, but rather between two or more alternatives,
each of which combines good and bad in different degrees and in
varying proportions. In short, Zedekiah, like so many others,
had to make a difficult choice.

You see, at that very moment Jerusalem was under attack by
the Babylonians. And, naturally, his nation's defense was very
much on Zedekiah's mind. Because the 3abylonian army was so
much larger and so much stronger than anything Judah could
raise, their only hope seemed to lay in some kind of
Divine assistance. But Jeremiah, thought by many to be Sod's
prophet, was urging them to surrender, to accept defeat and
probable slavery at the hands of their infidel enemy. And, to
complicate matters further, Zedekiah's princes, his national
security council, if you will, were denouncing the prophet
and demanding be put to death. What should Zedekiah do? What
could he do?

As it turned out, he did what many do at a time like that.
He did nothing. Or, rather, he did everything, which is, of
course, the same thing. First, he handed Jeremiah over to
the princes, not because he wanted to. Not because he thought
they were right. But because he was afraid not to. As someone
has said, "Most of the mistakes we make in life ccme when we do
what we do because we are afraid not to."








