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TEXT: Matthew 7:13-14 "Enter ye at the strait gate: for wide
is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat.
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."

We find in this passage, in traditional rabbinic fashion, a
variety of ideas presented one after another without any
particular unifying theme. My concern this morning is for the
last two verses: "Enter by the narrow gate: for the gate is
wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who
enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard
that leads to life, and those who find it are few." "Let us be
honest about it right from the start. These words are probably
familiar to most of us, but they are certainly not among our
Lord's more popular sayings. Neither preachers nor
congregations, it seems, want to be reminded of them. And the
reason is not hard to find. What most of us seem to want today
is ease and comfort, not hard work and discipline: instant
gratification, painless solutions to all our problems, labor-
saving devices of every kind and description. These are the
things that interest us. Anything that smacks of hard work and
sweaty bodies is not likely to attract us.

Recently I read of a man who had spent nearly forty years in
the personnel department of a large corporation. During much of
that time, he had interviewed job applicants and made
recommendations about who should or should not be hired. He

wrote that, in the forties and fifties, most of the questions
asked by job applicants had to do with things like job
descriptions, company policies, and opportunities for
advancement. But in the last couple of decades all of that seems
to have changed. In the seventies and eighties more and more of
the questions centered around things like vacations, retirement,
and pension plans.. We have, it seems, become more and more
addicted to leisure and convenience. So it really should not
come as any great surprise that many people are not interested in
talk about the narrow gate or the hard way.

And, besides, there is that word, "narrow." In our modern
vocabularies, few words are more disparaging. Who of us would
not be insulted if someone called us that. Yet, in many ways
Jesus's life was narrow. Not narrow-minded, of course, but
narrow just the same.








