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Romans 5: 1-11, 15-17 Rev. Mark Dunn

Everyone knows that it is more blessed to give than receive.
Thomas Merton wrote that "Love can be kept only if it is given away."
Yesterday parishioners from this church, Ozaukee, North Shore, and
others expressed their love for God's children by giving of their time
and talents. They put down flooring and carpet and painted in order
that someone will have adequate shelter. There is joy in hands on
giving.

But there is another side of the coin of giving. "It is blessed
to receive, too." If you don't believe that it's blessed to receive, I
ask you to remember, however painfully, that we are about a month from
April 15th and tax time.

If you haven't already sat down with you accountant or your
tax consultant and filled out that 1040 form and all the

other forms, sometime between now and April 15th you will.
And you can almost count on a variety of mood variations as
you sit there and answer questions.
Hear their reactions to your answers. "That's too bad."
"Sorry about that." "That's not enough." You watch
intently as the tax preparer does the adding or subtracting
to give you the bottom line. But ah ha, you are going to
receive a tax return. You've over paid.

And who said it wasn't blessed to receive? We even feel blessed. It's

the visible smile on your face and the twinkle in your eye.
The Apostle Paul, too, glowed with the joy of knowing the ultimate

gift from God we received through Christ. In the Phillip's translation
Paul's words read;

"I am always thankful to God for what the gift of his grace
in Christ Jesus has meant to you...he has enriched your
whole lives." (I Cor. 1:4)

In the New Testament the word "grace" as you know, is a gift freely
given, a gift we received without working for it. This is a gift from
God which we received that enriches our lives.

I. RECEIVING WHAT IS DESTRUCTIVE

God's free gift of grace through Christ enriches our lives, but
this is not true for everything we receive. Some things tear down and
destroy. We receive some things that create sadness or humiliation.
For example, I received a traffic ticket for speeding on Bluemound Rd.
I was not particularly overjoyed with receiving that ticket. However,
the police department was happy and joyful upon receiving my check.
There are other things we receive we are not so happy about.

A. Receiving a "free gift" makes us suspicious. We are
suspicious with a phone call where you are informed that you have just
won a color television. But the friendly voice also informs you that in
order to obtain your free gift, you have to purchase 10,000 what-cha-ma-
call-its It's no wonder that some people get suspicious of "persons
bearing .gifts." Transfer this suspicion to personal relationships and
it alienates. A friend wants us to receive a gift graciously and we
react with a paranoid expression of suspicion. A relationship that
could have been enriched is murdered by mistrust; reception of other
freely given gifts which destroys the potential for good.

B. Like breathing in air filled with asbestos or carbon monoxide,
receiving criticism washes away the soil of creativity. This day
everyone is a critic. We have movie critics, sports critics, music








