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Luke 19:1-10 Philip A- Muth

"SINNERS WELCOME"

March 6, 19BS

TEXT: Luke 19:10 "For the Son of man came to seek and to save

the lost."

In contrast to this lesson which I have just read (Luke
19:1-10), I would like to read another passage, this time from
the Old Testament, which presents a very different view of God.
It is found in the sixth chapter of Isaiah, verses one through
five, in the account of Isaiah's call to be a prophet.

"In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and His train filled the
temple. Above Him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and
with two he flew. And one called to another and said: 'Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His
glory.'

"And the foundations of the threshold shook at the voice of

him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said:
'Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!'"

Perhaps this passage may help us to understand why so many
people —including some who are church members— choose not to go
to church. It is easy, of course, to criticize. To say that they
are lazy or that they just do not care very much. But, perhaps
it is something else. Perhaps such folk take far more seriously
than we suspect what can happen, here in our Sunday morning
worship. Perhaps they stay away, not because they do not care,
but because they are afraid. Afraid that they might really find
God here after all. Afraid because they know that they, too,
have unclean lips and dwell among a people of unclean lips.

And, perhaps, that also explains why some who go to church
settle for mere spectator status, for just observing the service
instead of entering into it in any real kind of way. Why they
let their minds wander, thinking about what they did yesterday or
what they are going to do this afternoon, instead of really being
part of what is going on now. Perhaps they, too, are hiding from
God, not by staying away home, but by coming here. By being on
cordial, but not intimate, terms with God. Perhaps they, too,
are afraid. Afraid because they, too, like the rest of us, are
people of unclean lips and dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips.








