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TEXT: Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven."

One of the more interesting characters after World War II
was a San Francisco longshoreman named Eric Hoffer. Nearly blind
till the age of fifteen, Hoffer was almost completely self-
taught, living proof that one can still be educated no matter how
little —or, for that matter, how much— formal schooling one may
have. He tasted deeply both of literature and of life and
brought a refreshing combination of the scholarly and the
practical to his many conversations with television greats, to
his newspaper column, and to his various books.

In one of those books, The Passionate State of Mi.nd, Hoffer
made this perceptive observation: "Our greatest pretenses are
built up not to hide the evil and the ugly in us, but our
emptiness. The hardest thing to hide is something that is not
there." That, in a nutshellr is what many believe to be our
basic human problem.

Nearly two hundred years ago, William Cowper wrote of "The
toil of dropping buckets into empty wells and growing old in
drawing nothing up." And almost two hundred years before that
William Shakespeare lamented that "Life's but a walking shadow, a
poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and
then is heard no more; it is a tale told by an idiot, full of
sound and fury, signifying nothing."

Today that same concern is sounded, not only by the arts,
where T. S. Elliot's titled his poetic description of the world,
"The Wasteland", also by pyschologists and psychiatrists. Viktor
Frankl, for instance, structured his system of Existential
Analysis around man's deep and abiding need for meaning. And
Eric Berne, the father of Transactional Analysis, speaks of
stroke hunger and structure hunger. In one way or another, both
point to that terrible void which plagues so many of us whether
we realize it or not. And that is the theme I would like to

share with you this morning.

One of the ways we deal with emptiness is to fill it with
distractions. Certainly that is a very common response today. We
see it all around us, perhaps even in our selves. On the
surface, our days seem full —even crowded— with things, people,
and activities. But that gnawing hunger is still there. No
doubt you have heard of "empty calories", a term often used to






