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TEXT: Luke 5:38 "But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins."

One of the most characteristic features of Jesus' teaching
was his striking use of parables. Again and again, he
illustrated points and drove his message home by means of graphic
little stories. And this morning, on this first Sunday in Lent,
I would like to direct our attention to the parable of the new
wine. Lent is a time for spiritual renewal. And we find in this
parable some very interesting and things about renewal in general
and spiritual renewal in particular.

The parable, itself, grows out of a question that was put to
Jesus by the Pharisees and the scribes. And, though these groups
were often at odds with him, we ought to remember that, by and
large, they were deeply religious people. Some of their ideas
and attitudes may have been misguided, but their intentions were
certainly good. And their theological stubbornness was not
without purpose.

For six hundred years, Jews and Judaism had been subjected
to powerful pressures, first from the Babylonians and then from
the Persians, the Greeks, the Syrians, and Rome, in that order.
Without the intransigence of the scribes and the Pharisees,
Judaism might never have survived. Certainly not in anything
like its present form. In their own eyes, and understandably so,
the scribes and the pharisees were religious patriots, the
preservers of the Jewish faith. And they were quite prepared to
defend it from within as well as from without.

Imagine, then, their consternation at someone like Jesus.
Someone who attracted large numbers of followers but did not
observe many of the traditional ways. Specifically, in this
instance, neither Jesus nor his disciples observed the
traditional custom of fasting. So they said to him, "The
disciples of John fast often, and so do the disciples of the
Pharisees, but yours eat and drink." In other words, "Why don't
you and your followers do things the way the rest of us do?" Why
don't you act the way that pious Jews have always acted in the
past?"

And, in response, Jesus told this brief, but wonderful,
little story. "No one puts new wine into old wineskins," he
said. "If he does, the new wine will burst the skins and it will
be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. But new wine must
be put into fresh wineskins." And then he added rather








