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TEXTs Matthew 13:33 ". . . The Kingdom of Heaven is like leaven
which a woman took and hid in three measures of flour till it was

al1 1eavened."

I am always a bit surprised, and not a little saddened, when
I hear people in our main—line Protestant churches suggesting
that the Bible is somehow irrelevant and out—moded. I admit, of
course, that there are some passages so thoroughly rooted in
another time and another culture that they are virtually useless
to the modern reader. Who of us, for instance, can find any
great significance in those early rituals and sacrifices so
minutely described in the book of Leviticus? Even our Jewish
friends no longer worship in that ancient fashion. And such
passages today have only the most limited and historical interest
for today's Christian. And who of us is not bored to distraction
by those infamous "begats"? Who knows how many people have been
turned away from the Bible because of them?

But why throw out the baby with the bath? If certain
passages are no longer appropriate or useful, there are surely
others so thoroughly timeless as to be, if anything, even more
pertinent now than when first spoken or written. And I am
thoroughly convinced that both our spiritual and physical well-
being depend to a large extent on our committing ourselves once
more to those ancient, but eternal, truths contained within God's
Holy Word. To ignore them just because they are neither new nor
catchy would be as tragic as it would be foolish. Yet that is
just what many people seem to do.

This morning's Scripture reading presents a case in point.
Or perhaps I should say three cases in point. For we find there a
collection of three short parables, each dealing with the Kingdom
of Heaven. But do not let the words, Kingdom of Heaven, mislead
you or put you off. They are no mere esoteric minutia, useful
and interesting only to the already convinced Christian or the
theologically initiated. Rather, they are, descriptions of
life, at its most basic human level. And their insights provide
what may be some of the best answers to the ennormous problems we
all face, whether "religious" or not.

The first is the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares. And it

teaches us to focus on life's good instead of giving so much of
our attention to the bad. That is a lesson that the news media

could profitably learn. It does not mean, of course, that we






