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TEXT: John 10:10 "I came that they may have li-fe, and have it
abundantly."

Some of you may have been a little surprised to find
yourselves singing "Joy to the World" on the .last Sunday in
January. After all, during our lifetimes, at least, this
marvelous hymn has been used almost exclusively as a Christmas
carol, something to sing during December, but not any other time.
And, yet there is really no good reason for that. Listen again to
its familiar words:

"Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

"Joy to the earth the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy."

Like our opening hymn this morning, those lines give glorious
expression to the joy of Christian living. And, as such, they
are certainly appropriate any time. In fact, you might be
surprised to learn that when first written, it was not considered
a Christmas carol. Indeed, for many years it was sung all through
the year, a practice we might profitably revive.

And what better time to do so than this morning, when my
theme is "The Joy of Living." Some of you may recall that this
is a favorite theme of mine, but I make no apologies for that.
It is something we all need to hear again and again. Especially
since we so readily confuse joy with happiness. But they are
really very different. Happiness is our response when pleasant
and enjoyable things happen to us. But joy wells up from within
and is not dependent upon some momentary circumstance. This
morning we heard Jesus say, "I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly." What could be more joyous than that? And a
few chapters later, also in John's gospgl, he adds, "These things
I have spoken to you that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be full." Joy is a basic element in Christian living. And,
to quote Billy Sunday, "If you have no joy in your religion,
there's a leak in your Christianity.








