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TEXT: Romans 12:2 "Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind . . . ."

I think it is safe to say that, now and then, most of us get
discouraged. It may be nothing more than a momentary
disappointment, caused by things so minor as to be immediately
forgotten. Or it could be such a deep, lasting, all-embracing
kind of depression that medication, counseling, and hospital
treatment are needed.

But these are not my subjects this morning. Momentary
disappointments we can generally handle. We do not like to, but
we can if we have to. And true depression, like a broken leg or
a ruptured appendix, demands a competent specialist. What I am
concerned about is that broad unhappy spectrum that falls between
these two extremes: important and lasting enough to demand
attention, but not tied to any deep emotional trauma.

In this morning's scripture, Jeremiah, was faced with just
such discouragement. You see, God had called him to be a
prophet. It was certainly not anything he wanted. In fact, you
can see how hard he tried avoid it if you read the first chapter
of the book which bears his name. But God insisted: "Behold, I
have put my words in your mouth. See I have set you this day
over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to
destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." So what could
Jeremiah do? Reluctantly, he agreed.

Now, we do not know what he thought would happen next. But
we can be pretty sure he did not expect what he got. As God's
messenger, perhaps he thought he would be treated with dignity
and respect. Since his cause was God's cause, perhaps he
expected clear and immediate results. Perhaps he even expected
both, respect and results. Well, he got neither! Instead, he
was laughed at and ridiculed, cursed and spat upon. And just
before this morning's reading begins, he had been beaten and put
in the stocks. Perhaps he might have accepted even that if only
he had seen something come of it. But, as far as he could tell,
nothing changed, and his preaching seemed in vain.

So, in his disappointment, Jeremiah complained to God,
saying, "0 Lord, Thou has deceived me, and I was deceived; Thou
are stronger than I, and Thou hast prevailed. I have become a
laughing stock all the day; everyone mocks me." And, a little
later he laments, "Cursed be the day on which I born! The day
when my mother bore me, let it not be blessed!"








