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TEXT: Matthew 18:22 "Jesus said to him, 'I do not say to you
seven times, but seventy times seven-'"

Today is the -first day of the rest of your life! No doubt
most of us have heard that thought before. But it's true Just
the same. And, of course, it's true every day. Still, for many
of us, there are probably two special times in the year when we
are most aware of time, its passage, and what that means for our
lives: our birthdays and the beginning of January, each in it's
own way the start of a new year. r

Today, of course, is one of those. And it is as good a time
as any take a close look at our lives. Not just because of the
new year, but also because it is communion Sunday. In just a few
minutes we shall be celebrating our Lord's last supper with his
disciples. And I, for one, would not want to do so without a
clear conscience. Clear, not because I have somehow managed to
live so spotlessly, but clear because God has promised to cleanse
me. As we read in first John, chapter one, verses nine, "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our
sins and cleanse us of all unrighteousness."

Let this, then, be a time for repentence. Let us come to
God, not in any craven spirit of fear, but rejoicing in the
prospect of pardon. Let us come confessing both the wrongs we
have done, and the good we have neglected. Not only the things
that can be seen, but what can not be seen: the hateful thought,
the unloving attitude, the resentful spirit.

And let us also come seeking to forgive. For how can we be
forgiven unless we, too, can forgive. Is that not the message of
this morning's parable? The servant in that story is Everyone.
Forgiven by his Lord a debt of huge proportions, he, still
refused to excuse another some paltry little sum. And, when the
King heard it, he summoned him and said, "You scoundrel. I
forgave you all that debt when you asked me to; were you not
bound to show the same kind of pity toward others?" Then the
king delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay his whole
debt.

Then, lest anyone should misunderstand his meaning, Jesus
added, "So also my heavenly Father will do to you, if you do not
forgive your brother from your heart." How truly it's been said,
"He who cannot forgive others breaks the bridge over which he,
himself, must pass on his way to heaven."








