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TEXT: Matthew 1:23 "'Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel' (which means,

God with us.)"

One of the most delightful things about children is the way
they attack even the simplest kinds of activities with the energy
and enthusiasm we adults usually reserve for something like St.
George slaying the dragon. I noticed that all oyer again a few
Sundays back when it was my privilege to visit in the Sunday
School while Mark and John handled the morning service.

I started out among the older classes down in the basement
and gradually worked my way upstairs where the younger children
meet. There, in one of the Kindergarten classes, I found the
students hard at work, coloring pictures of that Sunday's Bible
lesson. And it was so delightful to watch them, first screwing
up one side of their face and then the other as they almost
literally attacked their papers with their crayons.

And, as I watched them, I was reminded of a story I had read
some time before about a little girl who was working away with
similar concentration one rainy afternoon. Her mother watched
her color for quite a long time before she finally asked, "What
are you drawing, Dear?" Without even looking up, the little girl
answered, "I am drawing a picture of God."

Well, as you can imagine, her mother was somewhat taken
aback. And, in her surprise, she said, "But how can you do that,
Dear? No one knows what God looks like." But the little girl
oust smiled and, with the innocence of childhood, replied, "They
will when I am finished."

And that is what Matthew meant when he wrote that the birth
of Jesus fulfilled Isaiah's prophecy: "Behold a virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel
(which means, God with us.)" It is what St. Paul meant when he
wrote to the church at Corinth that "God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself .... (II Corinthians 5:19)
And it is what John meant when he wrote in the prologue to his
Gospel, "No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, he has made Him known." (John 1:18)

We are able to know what God is like because, in some
unexplainable way, He has come to us in Jesus of Nazareth, in
that little babe whose birth we celebrate each Christmas. Never
mind the big words like "incarnation" or fancy statements like






