
Galatians 4:1-7 , Philip A. Muth

"IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME*

December 13, 1987

TEXT: Galatians 4:4 "But when the time had fully come, God sent
forth His Son . . . ."

Perhaps some of you were surprised, and maybe even a little
disappointed, when you heard this morning's Scripture. After
all, Christmas is less than two weeks away. And this time of
year we are used to hearing of shepherds and angels, mangers and
wise men. Well, I promise you that next Sunday and again on
Christmas Eve you will hear those treasured stories. But today's
reading is a Christmas reading, too, and one we need to hear,
even if it is not as familiar as the others. The verse I would
like us to think about this morning is Galatians four, verse
four: "But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son."
Or, as we might put it, "When the time was ripe, God sent Jesus."

"When the time was ripe . . . " How important that is.
Most of us are pretty impatient. It is part of human nature.
How often, when we wait for something special to happen, we want
to hurry it up, to make it happen now. Perhaps some of you have
been in the house when your mother was baking bread. And that
wonderful nutty smell filled the house long before the bread was
ready to eat. Then everything in you seemed to shout, "Hurry
up!" Get done so I can have a piece and see if you really taste
as good as you smell." Or may be some of you have had gardens.
And you saw those big plump tomatoes weighing down the vines with
fruit. Perhaps you even got tired of waiting and tried to eat
one while it was still green. If so, you know how important it
is, no matter how impatient we may be, to wait till the time —
and the tomatoes— are really ripe.

Well, it was like that in Bible times, too. How hard it was
for the Jews to wait and wait for their promised Messiah,
especially when so many terrible and frightening things were
happening around them. You see, for hundreds of years, the Jews
had waited. But, instead of getting better, things only seemed to
be getting worse. First, there had been the Greeks. Under
Alexander the Great, they had conquered most of what was known to
them as the civilized world. And wherever the Greek army went,
Greek culture followed. How desperately the Jews had had to
struggle to maintain their own culture, and their own God.

Then the Romans came. They conquered not only Greece, but
the rest of the Mediterranean world as well. But they were more
methodical than the Greeks and, therefore, more effective. They






