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TEXT: Romans 12:1 "I appeal to you, therefore brethren, by the
mercies of God to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. "

"It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord. " So said
that unknown man or woman who wrote the 92nd psalm. And I am
reasonably sure that most of us would agree —most of the time.
I suppose that, if we are really honest with ourselves, we would
have to admit that sometimes we do not really feel grateful, even
though we know we should. But such times are usually few and far
between. Most of the time, it is pretty easy to think of things
for which to be thankful. Sometimes they are big things, as when
someone we love is sick and they get better. And sometimes they
are little things, like a bright sunny day or the smell of a log
fire burning in the fireplace. But big or little, there are lots
of reasons for most of us to be grateful.

And when we are grateful, we Just naturally want to thank
someone. Some of you may remember the story of the little
Russian schoolgirl who had taken an examination in one of her
classes. Most of the questions she had answered rather easily,
but she had to guess on one that asked, "What is the inscription
on the wall above Lenin's tomb?" On her way home from school she
passed by the wall to check her answer. There, oust as she had
said on her test, were the words, "Religion is the opiate of the
people. " And she heaved a big sigh and said, "Oh, Thank God"

Now, of course, I can not guarantee that that ever really
happened. But, if it did not, it should have. For, when we are
truly thankful, we need someone to be thankful to. David H. C.
Read, one of the better preachers of our day, once said, "If I
were to wake up one morning and find I was an atheist, with my
faith in God completely gone, I think I would miss almost more
than anything else having someone to thank. The loss of what we
call grace, the recreating and refreshing power that comes
through Christ, would of course be devastating, but what a
deprivation it would be to plunge on to the end of one's days
with no one to thank. I can hardly conceive what it would be
like never, never being able to say in a moment of exhilaration,
or unexpected happiness, or of rescue from deep distress, '0 God,
You're good to me!' When we are truly grateful, we really need
someone to thank. "It is a good thing to give thanks unto the
Lord."






