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TEXT: Deuteronomy 8:17-18 "Beware lest you say in your hearts,
'My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth. ' You shall remember the Lord, your God, for it is

He who give you power to get wealth . . . ."

We are not sure who wrote those words. Traditionally they
have been ascribed to Moses, though many modern scholars would
argue against it. But whoever wrote them, he was certainly a
perceptive student of human nature. For who of us would not
agree that, logically at least, the more we have, the more
grateful we ought to be. It only stands to reason, does it not?

Those who enjoy good health ought to be more grateful than
those who are sickly. The man who has a good job —one that
gives him not only a good income, but also the chance to use and
develop his God-given talents— ought to be more thankful than
those who are out of work. And we who are privileged to live
in this wonderful land of freedom and opportunity ought to be
more grateful and more appreciative than the oppressed peoples of
Eastern Europe or the impoverished masses of the Third World.

By any standard you could possibly name, you and I ought to
be the most thankful people on the face of the earth. More grate
ful than any others for the infinite richness of God's loving
care. For one thing, we are certainly among the wealthiest people
who have ever lived. Even the poorest among us are unbelievably
rich compared to most of the world. Consider, for instance, that
the average income in the Peoples' Republic of China is about
one hundred dollars per year. And, poor as they are, they are
still better off than many others.

Moreover, we are the freest people who ever lived. Free not
only politically, but in other ways as well. Think of our
relative freedom from disease and other health problems. Here in
Milwaukee, if we get sick or have an accident, we have easy
access to a clinic or emergency room, never more than a few
minutes away. There we can expect to be treated with the finest
medical knowledge and technology the world has ever known.
Compare that, for instance, to those who live around our mission
in Honduras, where there is only one doctor, working half-time,
to provide medical care to over 40,000 people.

And, more than any people who have ever lived, we are
free, too, from drudgery and over-work. In fact, we have so
many labor-saving devices that one of our major needs today is
finding ways to get enough exercise for good muscle-tone and








