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TEXT: II Corinthians 12:10 "For the sake of Christ, then, I am
content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions, and

calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong."

Apparently some things never change. A little over fifty
years ago, one of our nation's greatest preachers, the late Harry
Emerson Forsdick, pointed out that "very few persons have a
chance to live their lives on the basis of their first choice."
He said, "We all have to live upon the basis of our second and
third choices." Judging from some recent statistics, we still
do. Divorce figures show that about half of all Americans do not
like their marriages. Recently Earle Nightengale reported that
about 80 per cent of us do not like their jobs. And no one likes
arthritis. But life has a was of presenting us with situations
that we have to live with whether we like them or not.

In a way, that is what this morning's scripture is all
about. Here St. Paul tells us that he suffered from some kind of
physical disability which he describes only as a "thorn in the
flesh." Not only was it painful and, therefore, obviously
unpleasant, but it also seems to have gotten in the way of his
ministry. So three times Paul besought the Lord to remove the
malady from him. No doubt he reasoned, as we would: "If only
this could be removed, I'd not only be happier, but I could serve
God much more effectively. " Even so, God did not remove it.
Instead, He said, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness."

So you see, Paul, too, had to settle for second choice.
What he really wanted, what we all want under such circumstances,
is for life's problems and difficulties to go away. "Three times
I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me." But
God did not give Paul what he wanted. At least not he thought he
wanted. Instead, God said, "No, Paul, I am not going to get rid
of your problem. I am going to do something even better. I am
going to use it to teach you one of life's greatest lessons. To
show you that, no matter what happens, there is nothing in life
that you and I can not handle together.

Now Paul did not actually say so, but it would not surprise
me to learn that he was disappointed. After all, one of our most
natural, most common, and most self-defeating attitudes toward
life is our negative response toward troubles. In spite of all
evidence to the contrary, most of us seem to think the ideal life






