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TEXT: Mark 1:31 "And he came and took her by the hand and lifted
her up, and the fever left her; and she served them. "

More years ago than it seems possible now, I was a junior
school student in a suburb of St. Louis. Like most students, I
enjoyed some classes better than others. And my very favorite
was Mr. Case's ninth grade class in general science. Not only
was Mr. Case a warm and compassionate teacher, but his classroom
abounded with all sorts of wonderful equipment and interesting
exhibits. The one that fascinated me the most was a mechanical
model of the solar system. It showed the sun and all the
planets. And it was geared in such a way that, when someone
turned a crank, the planets all revolved around the sun, each at
a different distance and a different speed.

In class we had talked about the solar system. We had seen
pictures and looked at maps. But nothing made the whole thing
quite so clear as seeing it all right there in that model. By
watching it, I could take the whole thing in at one time. I could
actually see it working. The Chinese are supposed to have a
saying that a picture is worth a thousand words. Well, a model
must be worth a great many pictures.

And on this morning when we receive new members into our
church fellowship, when we have all promised to "renew our pledge
to God and this Church", I would like to show you another model,
a model of the Christian life. "The Gospel in Miniature", so to
speak. Unlike Mr. Case's model of the solar system, my model
consists of words and not cranks and gears, but its purpose is
the same. To let us see the whole "Gospel" at one time. And to
see it in action. The model I have chosen is found in the very
first chapter of Mark's Gospel, the thirty-first verse. I will
read it in just a minute, but first a very brief introduction.

One Sabbath day very early in his ministry, after Jesus had
been teaching in the synagogue, he went with some of his
disciples to the house of Simon Peter. There they discovered
that Peter's mother-in-law was sick in bed with a fever. What
kind of a fever we do not know, but never mind that; it is not
important. What is. important is verse thirty-one where we are
told that Jesus "came and took her by the hand and lifted her up,
and the fever left her; and she served them. "






