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I like to preach- It's great tun. But at the same time, it can
be a very difficult thing to do. Especially for someone in my
circumstances. In my current position, I preach only eight or ten
times a year. In my previous position I would preach every week.
Now, out of habit, sermon material builds up and I find, when it comes
time to preach, that I have volumes to offer you. But I've been
warned. Someone gave me a list of sayings about preaching and one of
the sayings read, "Preachers should learn that for a sermon to be
immortal, it need not be eternal."

With or without a lot of raw material, preparation for a sermon
is rarely easy. A preacher is called on to contemplate the great
issues of faith, to meditate on the content of our scriptures, to
ponder the God/Human connection, to reflect on all of those things
together, and then, with mere words, construct something that wii1
convey whatever truth might grow out of all those endeavors.

I was talking to a member of this congregation the other day
about truth. And I was reminded that when Pontius Pilate asked Jesus,
"What is truth?", Scripture suggests that Jesus remained silent.
Preachers haven't yet learned to present truth in such an economical
fashion.

And if that's not enough, the whole process is complicated by the
intensely intimate nature of faith. As I've said to some of you
before, if I was a doctor, people would trust me with their lives. If
I was an accountant, or a financial advisor, people would trust me
with all their money. If I was a lawyer people might even trust me to
protect their freedom to operate in our society. But, as it happens,
I am a minister and though people trust ministers with many things,
the confidence of their problems? rites of passage such as baptisms,
weddings and funerals; very often, people express their distrust of
what we say about matters of faith.

I may have stated that a bit too strongly, but please
understand—if I say that God is this way or that way, and it is not
your experience, you might not hesitate to disagree with me. And I
wouldn't expect anything less of good old independent
Congregationalists. But it happens outside these walls as well. And
that says to me, that deep inside, issues of faith are more important
to people than their money, their freedom, and even their lives.
Faith is that intimate. The relationships we have with God aro so
fiercely personal that we can't afford to allow someone else to shape
it for us. It is a relationship that exists between each of us and
God. Outside involvement may add perspective or direction in this
race of faith, about which Paul spoke, but it cannot be decisive. And
that is as it should be.

Now, with all that to contend with, I stand before you this
morning, trying to preach a sermon. And you will be properly amazed
if you find-, in a few minutes, that I have accomplished that. Though








