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TEXT: Matthew 5:13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt
has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be restored?
It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown

out and trodden under foot by men"

One of the most striking features of Jesus' preaching was
the way he used the most common images to put his point across.
William R. White, in his book, Speaking in Storiesi Resources for
QtiCistian Storytellers, writes, "Though nearly all of Scripture,
from Genesis to Revelation, moves by narrative and story, it is
Jesus who is the perfecter of the form. Through vivid pictures
of seeds, pearls, and unemployed workers, he helps us to imagine
the Kingdom of God. Through parables of lost children and dis
honest stewards he invites us to picture a gracious and loving
parent. Virtually nothing Jesus says is found in lecture form;
instead, every word the gospels record is communicated through
metaphor, parable, or simile."

As White points out, those word pictures are what make
Jesus' teachings so powerful and so easily remembered. But there
is a down side, too. For not all his simi lies are as clear to us
as they were to those who first heard them. And, in order to
understand them, we sometimes need a bit of explanation.

We find a good example of that in this morning's scripture,
where Jesus says, "You are the salt of the earth." The phrase,
itself, is still in common usage, but it no longer means what
Jesus meant. You see, today, almost anyone who is friendly,
generous, and kind may be referred to as "the salt of the earth."
In that sense, the phrase differs little, if any, from the com
ment sometimes heard among Southerners that so—and—so is a "good
ol' boy."

*Now, if you think back a few years, perhaps you will recall
how members of the Carter White House, in the early days of that
administration, were wont to say that the President's brother,
Billy, was a "good ol' boy." But, while Billy may have been
friendly and generous, surely Jesus meant more than that. Just
how much more can be seen if we think back to the place and
function of salt in Jesus' day.

To begin with, though salt was even more important then than
it is today, it was much less common and far more expensive. In
the ancient world it was often said that a bag of salt was worth
a man's life. And it was so highly valued that the Roman army
frequently paid its troops, not in money, but in salt. Even on








