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Henry Close, a pastoral therapist and a Diplomat in the
American Association of Pastoral Counselors, told a story of a
"middle-aged minister" he was supervising as he worked on a
doctorate in theology.

Robert (he calls him) was the black sheep of the family.
He dropped out of highschool, got into drugs and alcohol
very heavily; spent time in prison and so forth.
Finally his wife took their four kids and left, which
pushed him further into despair.

During all this time, though, his mother stood by
him.(Father deceased) She had faith in him. Finally
something happened and he managed to turn the corner to
begin the long hard struggle of building a new life for
himself. He finished high school, worked his way
through college, and then theological seminary and was
to be ordained to the gospel ministry. He was the first
person from his community ever to enter the ministry, so
the ordination was a really big event. The service was
in his home church...

As part of the ordination service his mother had
been asked to say something relative to the occasion.
Robert wondered , of course, what she would say. Would
she comment on the faithfullness of God? On the depth
of people's struggles? On the importance of not giving
up? What? When she stood, she walked to the pulpit and
said very simply with tears in her voice, "This is my
beloved son, in whom I am well pleased."

In a real sense Robert's mother gave her son her blessing. Whether
she perceived it or not, her blessing was needed.

I. STARVED FOR A BLESSING

On the other hand Esau was one child who did not receive his
parent's blessing. As most of you know, Jacob, his younger brother
tricked their father, Isaac, and their dad blessed the wrong son.
Both Jacob and Esau wanted their father's blessing. They longed
for that deep powerful affirmation from their father. "You are my
son, in whom I am well pleased." Jacob was the only one to receive
his father's blessing.

We don't really understand the reasoning as to why Isaac could
only bless one of his sons, the oldest. That was a different time
in history and a different culture. The important matter for us to
remember is Esau was starved of his father's blessing.

For us the term "Blessing" has a broader definition when
applied to our relationships. The American Heritage Dictionary
says a blessing is "something promoting...happiness, well-being or








