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I thought "sin" was dead. Modern psychologically informed
ministers such as myself; I thought had preached its funeral. We
have changed the terms for sin. Hurting a significant other has
become displacement. Bearing "false witness" or lying is creative
expression, particularly when it comes to the media. Adultery is
now a hormonal imbalance. And if changing the name doesn't work,
we will just pretend that "sin" doesn't exist. Karl Menninger,
the psychiatrist, even wrote a book, Whatever Became of Sin?r in
which he pointed out that ministers such as myself are partially to
blame. I admit, I don't like to preach about sin or talk about it.
This is the hardest sermon I've preached.

As most of you know, I grew up on a steady diet of hell, fire,
and damnation preaching and experienced the resulting false
neurotic guilt. It was release for me in college and seminary to
learn new terms. So, with a shovel full of fresh terms, I've been
covering up this word "sin."

Now with all my efforts to cover it up, a flock of eager
beavers have uncovered it again. In the last few months,
politicians, businessmen and even ministers went out and dug it up.
The local newspapers read like "As the World Turns." I kind of
blame our former president, Jimmy Carter for the scandels. After
all, he proclaimed to the world of "lusting in his heart." He made
sin popular again. And now we are rediscovering that sin is fun.

I. POTENTIAL

You know and I know that I am kind of playing with the facts.
Yet, these events do remind me that we're human. We have the
potential to do heroic things and we have the potential to sin.
Richard Wentz in his book, Why Do People Do Bad Things in the Name
of Religion? said, "...I know that I am capable of giving
assistance to the person who lies wounded by the side of the
road...I also know that I am guilty of spiteful acts against ...
others." (p.41-42) We are most aware of this fact when we discover
its meaning.

The Biblical scholar, William Barclay, says sin as it is
used in the new testament means "missing the target." To fail to
be as good a father, mother, wife, husband, son, daughter, workman
or person as we might be is to sin; and that includes us all.
(p.33) With that definition how can anyone be immune?

Even people dedicated to God have the potential to stumble.
We worship on a regular basis. We work by investing ourselves in
the work of the church. We give of our material blessings to
continue its ministry. Yet that doesn't make us immune to
stumbling and falling from our ideal. Certainly, a relationship
with God and our church sensitizes us, but it doesn't guarantee
immunity.








