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TEXT: Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the assurance o-f things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen."

"Faith of our fathers, living still in spite of dungeon,
fire, and sword. 0 how our hearts beat high with joy, whene'er
we hear that glorious word! Faith of our fathers, holy faith, we
will be true to thee till death. I have sung those words all of
my life, but I do not think I ever really appreciated them until
1977 when I stood with a group of Congregationalist from around
the world on the banks of the river Thames in London and read a

plaque which said, "On this spot stood the infamous Clink
Prison." That is where we get our expression "in the clink." It
was an actual prison and a particularly nasty one because twice a
day at high tide the prisoners would be .up to their waists in
water. And a number of the early Congregationalist were
imprisoned there because they refused to give up their beliefs.

So on this Father's Day I would like to talk to you about
faith. I think it was memories of my own father that gave rise
to this sermon. For when I think of him I think of faith.

He was not a minister, himself. He was a tax accountant. And,
in what we called the "busy season", I could almost literally go
a week without seeing him. It was not terribly unusual for him
to leave for work before I was out of bed in the morning, and not
return until I had gone to sleep. And when my mother said
anything about his hours, he would simply grin and say, "You want
to eat, don't you!"

But the one time I could always count on seeing him was
on Sunday. Every Sunday of my youth he would take my brothers
and me to Sunday School, teach a class himself, and then pick up
my mother so that we could all be in church as a family. Then,
after dinner, he would set up a cardtable in the living room and
perform his duties as Financial Secretary and Treasurer of our
two thousand member church. I do not think I really appreciated
it at the time, but I certainly appreciate it now. And, while I
still do not know exactly what he believed about various points
of doctrine, his faith was very evident in his actions.

Faith is an interesting word. We can see something of its
importance from the fact that it is found nearly 600 times in the
New Testament, 100 times just in the the Gospel of John. No
wonder the early Christians simply called themselves "believers."








