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I don't have a real sermon today~at least not a full length one~what I have
to offer is briefand (I hope) to the point.

But first, I want to do something perhaps a bit different. I want to
encourage all of you to look around. Take in the surrounding~the flowers, the flags
(not usual for us, but it is Flag Day today). Beyond that, look to the ordinary~the
carpet, walls, windows—take a good look, appreciate it and remember it; because
it's all changing. The major Nave refurbishing begins tomorrow. And it's good to
observe our house of worship because as the decor of our homes tells visitors
something about the way we live, the decor of our church tells people something
about the way we worship and our decor is changing. Those changes may alter the
way we worship, even if only by way of adding a new freshness.

It's all changing. But things change. Saturdays for many will no longer be
the same, now that the Prairie Home Companion is no more. Things change.

We change. We grow and we learn—and as we do, so do our expressions,
decorations, fashions, language-and that's okay-we need not be afraid of that. We
can deal with change and that brings me to something I want to read to you. The
children already know a lot of what I'm going to say, so, if it's okay with you young
people, I'll speak to the adults and you can just nod knowingly as I share with
them things you already know.

Many adults may have read this article. It appeared in the Sentinel; but
earlier in the Kansas City Times. But it bears repeating. If you haven't read it,
listen, for it offers wisdom. I read to you the words of Robert Fulghum:

"Most ofwhat I really need to know to live, and what to do, and
how to be, I learned in Kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of
the graduate school mountain, but there in the sandbox, at the
nursery school.

"Here are the things I learned. Share everything. Play fair.
Don't hit people. Put things back where you found them. Clean up
your own mess. Don't take things that aren't yours. Say you're sorry
when you hurt somebody. Wash your hands before you eat. Flush.
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. Live a balanced life.
Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance
and play and work every day some.

"Take a nap every afternoon. When you do go out into the
world, watch for traffic, hold hands and stick together. Be aware of
wonder. Remember the little seed in the plastic cup. The roots go
down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, but
we are all like that.

"Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little
seed in the plastic cup - they all die. So do we.




