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I am 33 years old. According to the most popular
traditions, Jesus was the same age at the time of his
crucifixion.

I suspect that many ministers, it may be that many
people in general, when they turn 33, reflect on their lives
in light of the light of Christ. How many ministers shape a
sermon around it, though, I imagine, are few. I say that
because as I reflected on the fact that I am the same age as
was Jesus when he died, I had many troubles.

I'm really not too sure that such reflection is helpful
to us as we strive to be Christians. It could lead to

cynicism as we find ourselves failing miserably as we hold
ourselves up to the light of Christ—though there are some
who think that cynicism should be grouped with the spiritual
gifts.

On the other hand, such reflection could bring a new
strength as we see what impact Jesus had with such a short
life. And, with some careful reflection, we might find
ourselves released from some rather significant guilt.

One danger of such reflection comes when we get too
close to suggesting that our lives should be a carbon copy
of the life of Jesus. We preachers need to be aware of that
risk especially. Sometimes we expect such perfection of
ourselves and then we find ourselves demanding it of others.
Grady Hardin, author and preacher, has said, that we
preachers risk getting crucified enough as we strive to
speak truth without risking crucifixion for being stupid.
We can't demand perfection of ourselves or others.

But this business of reflecting on age does not have to
lead to inappropriate equations. Still, at best, such
reflection leads to a difficult comparison. Difficult,
because so many of the circumstances are different for us.
Were a man to come to us today, speaking the truths that
Jesus spoke with the kind of authority he wielded, rather
than being tested in the Jewish law, he might rather face
such questions as, "Where did you get your degree?" or
"could I see your resume?" Or worst of all, "you're a
Capricorn, aren't you?" Our experiences are different—our
world is different— and so we have to be conscious of

avoiding the many traps that come as we reflect on how we
stand at our age,in our age, in light of where Jesus stood
at his age, in his age.

If we don't walk very carefully, we might miss the
point of such reflection all together. The fact is that
there is only one Jesus—and we are not called to be Jesus.
We are only called to be ourselves. And I believe it is
encouraging news that there is only one of each of us as
well—only one.

All this is a round-about way of saying that whether we








