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TEXT: Matthew 5:6 "Blessed are those which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled."

As we continue with our Lenten series on the
Beatitudes, we come this morning to Matthew 5, verse five:
"Blessed are those which do hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled. Once again, these are familiar
words, words we have all heard or read again and again. And, once
again, their very familiarity may work against us. We hear the
words, and something inside us says, "Oh, yes, the Beatitudes.
Aren't they beautiful!" And then we dismiss them.

How much better it might be if we could hear them for the
very first time. Then, perhaps, we might say to ourselves,
"Hunger and thirst after righteousness? What a strange thing to
say. I wonder what he means by that." And so this morning I
would like you to help me by doing a little role playing. I
would like you to pretend that you have never heard these words
before. Pretend that they have no familiar ring, no memories, no
preconceived assumptions or connotations. Pretend that we are
gathered on a Palestinian hillside listening to that new teacher
everyone is talking about. We know very little about him except
that he has a tremendous effect on people and that here and there
some are even beginning to ask if this might not be the long-
awaited Messiah. We have come to hear him and oust now, having
gotten within earshot, we hear him say, "How fortunate are those
who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be
filled." What would you think? How do you think you would feel?

I think, if I were hearing those words for the first time, I
would probably wonder what he meant by righteousness. Hunger and
thirst I think I understand. I am using this Lenten period to
lose some excess weight. And, while I certainly have not starved
myself, there have been a few times when I have been hungry. And
anyone who has ever practiced football six hours a day in 100
degree heat can certainly remember what it means to be thirsty.
But what about righteousness? What does Jesus mean by that? And
how can we hunger and thirst after it?

Almost immediately we find ourselves in difficulty. For
"righteousness" does not mean what most of us probably think it
means. For us the word, righteousness, is essentially ethical.
Look it up in a dictionary, and you will find these definitions:
"doing that which is right, acting morally or justly." And,
unless I miss my guess, that is pretty much what most of us would






