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TEXT: Matthew 5:5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth."

This morning we continue our series on the Beatitudes.
And, as we do so, I want to point out oust as clearly as I can
that these wonderful words were given to us, not as pious plati
tudes, but as the most relevant kind of instructions for everyday
living. That is, they were meant to be practiced and not merely
quoted.

So often when we hear Jesus' words, "I am come that they
may have life and have it abundantly", we seem to assume that he
was talking only about something which happens after our life on
earth is over. But let us remember that he also said, "The King
dom of heaven is at hand." And I am convinced that the abundant
life he promised was meant to begin in this life. It may find
its full fruition in the life to come, but its roots are here and
now.

And I am equally convinced that these Beatitudes are
almost step by step instructions that show us how to make that
life our own. They begin, as I said three weeks ago, with the
words, "Blessed are those who know their need for God. "
Everything else hinges on that. As long as we think we do not
need God, as long as we think that we are good enough, or smart
enough, or strong enough all by ourselves, we shall never know
the life that Jesus promised. We shall just keep stumbling
around in darkness of our own human frailty.

And the second step says, "Blessed are those who know
their need for people" because that is what happens when grief
strikes. We not only discover our need for God, but for other
people as well. And much of the comfort Jesus promised comes to
us through them.

The third step we find in this morning's beatitude,
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. But,
before we go any farther, let us be very sure of what Jesus
meant. Meekness, after all, is not a generally admired quality.
We might feel really flattered if someone were to say, "How
handsome you are!" Or "How brilliant. " Or "How strong." We
might be happy to be told we dress well, or that we have a
wonderful personality, or that we are talented. But most of us
would probably not quite know how to take it if someone came up
to us and said, "Wow, are you meek!" I suspect most of us would








