
Luke 9:37-43a John W. Currier

"HOW LONG, O LORD?"
March 1, 1987

Dr. Muth is not here today. He's not serving as the
liturgist, as he sometimes does. Nor is he in a pew
worshipping with us. He's at a meeting in Dallas,
Texas—interestingly enough, in the church where I preached
my first sermon. I guess I'm pretty much free to say just
what I please.

That's just as well, I guess, because I found as I
prepared for today's sermon I was arriving at some
conclusions that seemed to contradict what Dr. Muth said
from this pulpit only last week. In a nutshell he said,
"Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted."
In a way, I will be contradicting that today but, as I think
you will see, I will be affirming it as well. For the
moment, please, allow that coincidence of opposites.

I'm an impatient sort, and when someone says to me,
"blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted" I
ask When?—when will they be comforted? "How long, 0 Lord"
must we be faced with suffering and pain, ignorance and
corruption—all those things that make us grieve, before you
will reign, comforting us with justice, righteousness, mercy
and love?

I'm struck by the sense of frustration that comes to me
through the words of Jesus in our text for this morning. "0
faithless and perverse generation, how long am I to be with
you and bear with you?" HOW LONG? I'm not use to that kind
of frustration coming from Jesus. Rut I think I can
understand it a little. One of the greatest difficulties of
living a Christian life comes in bearing a message of
perfect love into an imperfect world. Just prior to
the events we are considering, Jesus had undergone the
Transfiguration—a glorious mountaintop experience. Hearing
the very voice of God sound his approval and blessing, it
must have been difficult to face the harsh reality of the
everyday world—and probably quite frustrating.

There is no shortage of sermons dealing with the
mountaintop experiences we have. One of the more familiar
ones is that of Martin Luther King Jr.—"I've been to the
mountaintop and I've seen the promised land." Though Dr.
King was alluding to the mountaintop experience of Moses,
the mountaintop experience is an important motif in our
faith. We all have those lofty moments at one time or
another, when we catch a glimpse of God's glory. As we see








