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TEXT: II Corinthians 1:3-4 "Blessed be the God and Father o-f our

Lord, Jesus Christ, the Father o-f mercies and God o-f all
corn-fort, who corn-forts us in all our affliction, so that
we may be able to com-fort those who are in any a-ffliction
with the corn-fort with which we ourselves are

comforted by God."

Of all Christ's teachings, surely the best known, and the
most beloved, are those in the Sermon on the Mount. There, in
the noblest language ever written, we find Christ's perfect plan
for the world. And that is not just my opinion. Dr. J. T.
Fisher, a contemporary psychiatrist, writes, "If you were to take
the sum total of all the authoritative articles ever written by
the most qualified psychologists and psychiatrists on the subject
of mental hygiene ... you would have an awkward and incomplete
summation of the Sermon on the Mount ... For nearly two
thousand years the Christian world has been holding in its hands
the complete answer to its restless and fruitless yearnings.
Here . . rests the blueprint for successful human life with
optimism, mental health, and contentment."

But the fact remains that having such a blueprint and using
it are two very different things. Some of you, perhaps, recall
Edgar Allen Poe's famous story of the "Purloined Letter." If so,
you certainly remember that the stolen letter was cleverly hidden
in plain sight where no one would ever think to look for it.

Without our realizing it, the same sort of thing may well
have happened to the Sermon on the Mount, and especially to the
Beatitudes. For they are so well known that we often merely
admire them. We repeat them with great piety, but we rarely try
to understand or followed them. If you were here last Sunday,
you heard me speak about the first of them, "Blessed are the poor
in spirit; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven." I am utterly
convinced that a great many honest Christians cherish those
words, without having the slightest idea of what they mean. And
I am equally certain that the same could be said of my subject
this morning, "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted.

How little most of us recognize the colossal paradox
buried within those words! We miss their impact, partly because
they are so familiar and partly because our English translations
never quite convey the strength of Jesus meaning. For instance,
"makarioi", the word we translate "blessed" means the very high-








