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TEXT: Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

Some years ago, Charles Schultz, the man who draws the
Peanuts cartoons, produced a series of little books, each
page of which contained a charming cartoon and a caption
beginning with the words "Happiness is . . . ." One, which
I especially remember, said, "Happiness is a warm puppy."
And another, if I recall correctly, proclaimed that
"Happiness is a box of chocolates." Still another showed
someone comfortably snuggled up under the covers, with a
caption that said, "Happiness is sleeping in on weekends."

Now, I like puppies, and I like chocolates. And my
wife would certainly tell you that I like to sleep late on
my day off. But, pleasant as such things are, most of us
would probably agree that they are not the things that
really matter in life. And those who seek happiness in such
externals are bound to be disappointed sooner or later. For
true happiness results, not from what happens around us, but
from what is inside us.

In his book, Positive Imaging, Norman Vincent Peale
writes about walking past a tattoo parlor fronting one of
the narrow streets of Hong Kong. There, in the shop window,
he say a display which advertised some of the decorations
one might have permanently implanted in one's skin —flags,
patriotic slogans, anchors, daggers, mermaids, and so on.
But the one that really caught his eye proclaimed in large
ornamental letters, "Born to Lose."

Unable to restrain his curiosity, Dr Peale entered the
shop and asked the proprietor whether anyone ever asked for
that particular tattoo. And the proprietor assured him
that, indeed, they do. Still perplexed, Dr. Peale asked why
anyone would want to go through life with such a depressing
motto. The old man merely shrugged his shoulders and said,
"Before tattoo on chest, tattoo on mind."

What a perceptive comment. There is, indeed, a
"tattoo" on our minds long before it ever shows up in our
lives. Or, as the Scripture says, "For as he thinketh in
his heart, so is he." (Proverbs 23:7 KJV) I suspect that
that is why Jesus said, "The Kingdom of Heaven is within
you." (Luke 17:21) And those who belong to the Kingdom of
God have a tattoo in thejjc minds, and on their hearts, that








