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Tuesday evening I was glued to the television as persons who had
been "prisoners of war" told their stories of survival and
dehumanization. Later, while reading the newspaper, my mind wandered
back to the dynamics of their experiences.

What were the theological dynamics of being held captive in such
inhumane conditions? Who does the captor and the prisoner symbolize?
Actually, the captor made themselves god over the prisoners. They
controlled what they ate, work they did and the conditions in which they
lived. When these little gods got bored they amused themselves by
torturing the prisoners. Prisoners, on the other hand were forced to
live like animals in a cage .. And they probably felt more like an
animal than a human being while the guards felt like god.

There is something in all of us that tempts us to be god or less
than human, which is something other than what God created us to be.
And we yield to it. Whatever "it" is. In the case of Adam and Eve,
"it" was a serpent. And they yielded to that temptation with disastrous
results.

I. RESULTS OF DEIFICATION

Like those POW guards, we can create a god of ourselves so easily.
After all we are created in "the image of God." God has left the
imprint of His creativity on each of us. The psalmist wrote:

"What is man that thou art mindful of him..."

"...thou has made him little less than God."

(8:4-5)

We are just one step down the ladder from deification. So easy to make
that step up the ladder to become a god. Such was Adam and Eve's
motivation for eating the apple for they would be like God. The result
was expulsion from the garden. For us, it could be expulsion from the
garden of satisfying relationships and a fulfilling life.

A) Because deifying ourselves, firstoff, results in the denial of
our humanity. It is so easy in this age of the "survival of the
fittest" to teach our children that "strong people don't cry". A child
has a door slammed on his fingers and he screams. And if you are in a
public place, the first thing parents want is for him to stop crying.
Bill Cosby said, "Parents don't want justice, they want quiet." So, we
tell our five year old with the throbbing fingers, "big boys don't cry."
God-like people may not cry but humans do. Our Lord Jesus stood before
his friend Lazarus' grave and wept like a baby - publically and openly.

If we feel we are God-like, we deny our humanity by failing to
confess our faults, I mean, if we are god we are perfect. Archie Bunker
will gladly admit to being wrong, but he is never wrong.








